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January and February are good times
to watch for winter raptors. Red-tailed
Hawks and American Kestrels hunt
over open fields as do visiting Roughlegged Hawks. Smaller birds visit
feeders on a regular basis this time of
year and can attract accipiters. Both
Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks
specialize in catching and eating
smaller birds. The concentration of
birds at winter feeders provides good
opportunities for food when it is most
scarce and these two accipiters take
advantage of the situation.
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By mid- to late-February, female
Great Horned Owls are nesting.
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Mink are active predators during the
winter. Look for their small tracks in
the snow along creeks and ponds.
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With leaves off the trees, bird nests
that have been well hidden are now
easy to find. Look closely at several and
you should see that each is constructed
differently. One might have a base of
mud while another is mostly sticks and
a third is woven from plant fibers. How
many different ones can you find?
American beech is one of the few trees
that holds its leaves through the winter
months. The dried, pale leaves look like
bits of parchment fluttering on a winter
breeze. Along with the smooth, gray
bark on their trunks, this makes beech
trees easy to identify in the winter
months.
Look for track of animals in the snow.
They tell a story about who was there
and what it was doing. Can you read
that story?

Sky Watch
The Quadrantid Meteor Shower runs
from January 1-5 but peaks on the
night of the 3rd to 4th with up to 40
meteors per hour. New Moon is on
the 2nd and Full Moon the 17th. On
the 5th, a 4-day old moon will rise
close to Jupiter in the southwest just
after sunset. Rising two hours before
the sun in the southeast, the moon will
be close to Mars before sunrise.
February’s New Moon is on the 1st.

Full Snow Moon is on the 16th. Look
for Mercury low in the eastern sky just
before sunrise on the morning of
February 16th. For early risers, Venus
and Mars will be paired as they rise
two hours before the sun in the southeast on February 12th.
March’s New Moon is on the 2nd.
The Full Sap Moon occurs on the
18th. The Vernal Equinox occurs on
March 20th, signifying the start of
spring.
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The Winter Sky
Friday, January 14
7-8:30 p.m.
Meet in Environmental
Education Center
Presented by: Jon Beam, Naturalist
Also available through Zoom at:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81865513369?pwd=YVR3U0NKUWZZZUpzQURHc2ZKeXNmQT09

Meeting ID: 818 6551 3369 | Passcode: 816079 | Telephone audio: (929) 205-6099

He who marvels
at the beauty of
the world in
summer will find
equal cause for
wonder and
admiration in
winter.

Clear, cold nights make the stars sparkle like precious jewels in the night sky.
Look closely and you can start to pick out star patterns that our ancestors have
recognized for generations. Join us for this introduction to the constellations of
the winter sky. We’ll discuss how to navigate your way from one constellation
to the next as well as examine the science and lore of some of the common
winter constellations. We will begin indoors and, if weather conditions permit,
go outdoors for some time to view the night sky. Dress for the weather and
time outdoors.
NOTE: Properly worn face coverings will be required for all attendees while
inside the building, regardless of vaccination status, except when prevented by
medical conditions.

A Winter’s Walk
Saturday, January 29
10-11:30 a.m.
Meet in Environmental
Education Center
Presented by:
Jon Beam, Naturalist

— John
Burroughs

Winter is somewhat of a quiet time in Nature, but there is still plenty of interesting things to discover. Although many aspects of Nature are dormant through
the winter, there is still a lot of activity. Join us for a walk through the preserve
to explore the winter side of Nature. We’ll look for tracks and traces of animals
and birds and discuss how certain animals survive winter. Binoculars will be
helpful but not required. Dress for the weather and time outdoors.
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A Look Back:

50 Years of Montour Preserve

Friday, February 4, 7-8:30 p.m.
Meet in Environmental Education Center
Presented by: Jon Beam, Naturalist
Also available through Zoom at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83623592475?pwd=d2tBZSsrZHJrT0ZtRys3VlNxaGRLQT09
Meeting ID: 836 2359 2475 | Passcode: 319992 | Telephone audio: (929) 205-6099
From forest to farmland to an environmental and recreation area surrounding a lake, what is now
Montour Preserve has evolved through time to what we know today. It first opened to the public in
1972 and has provided outdoor activities to hundreds of thousands of people ever since. In this look
through the past, we’ll celebrate the preserve’s half century of serving local communities with
historic photos and narrative. You might be surprised by some of the early plans for the preserve
and how it has changed through time. Join us for this celebration of this milestone half century of
Montour Preserve.
NOTE: Properly worn face coverings will be required for all attendees while inside the building,
regardless of vaccination status, except when prevented by medical conditions.

Maple Sugaring
Open House
Saturday, Feb. 26
Noon-4 p.m.
Sugar Shack on Goose Woods Trail
Maple sugaring is a truly North American tradition and has been a long tradition at Montour
Preserve. After missing last year, we will return this year with presentations on the natural and
cultural history of sugaring. Join us to follow the sugaring process from sap to syrup in this
interesting family experience. All presentations will be outdoors at the Sugar Shack and continue
throughout the day. They include the history and folklore of maple sugaring, identifying and tapping
a maple tree, spile-making, and making maple syrup. Plan for about an hour to take in all the
presentations. Maple syrup from a commercial sugar-maker will be available for sale on site.
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Maple Sugaring Open House
Sunday, March 13, Noon—4 p.m.
Sugar Shack on Goose Woods Trail
Maple sugaring is a truly North American tradition and has been a long tradition at Montour
Preserve. After missing last year, we will return this year with presentations on the natural and
cultural history of sugaring. Join us to follow the sugaring process from sap to syrup in this
interesting family experience. All presentations will be outdoors at the Sugar Shack and continue
throughout the day. They include the history and folklore of maple sugaring, identifying and tapping
a maple tree, spile-making and making maple syrup. Plan for about an hour to take in all the
presentations. Maple syrup from a commercial sugar-maker will be available for sale on site.

Maple Sugaring for Schools
Once again, we are offering two-hour educational, hands-on maple sugaring programs for schools,
home schoolers, and special interest groups. These programs can be scheduled Tuesday through
Friday, February 22 through March 4. To schedule a program, contact Jon Beam at
jbeam@MontourRec.com. Please provide your name and school, number and grade(s) of students,
anticipated time of arrival, and contact phone number. Registration begins January 3, 2022.
Each maple sugaring program lasts approximately two hours. Participants should be kindergarten
age or older. Minimum group size is 10. Dress for the weather and time indoors and out.
NOTE: Properly worn face coverings will be required for all attendees while inside the building,
regardless of vaccination status, except when prevented by medical conditions.

Peeper Time

Friday, March 25, 7-8:30 p.m.
Meet in Environmental Education Center
Presented by: Jon Beam, Naturalist
Also available through Zoom at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84539508191?pwd=RzErU2lJblI2UjBhSUpBS05JOEpUZz09
Meeting ID: 845 3950 8191 | Passcode: 855703 | Telephone audio: (929) 205-6099
Late winter into early spring begins a series of changes that transforms the landscape both visually
and aurally. Many of us watch for the first robin of the season or listen for migrating Canada geese.
But another sign of the changing seasons is the mating calls of spring peepers from wetlands and
marshes. These tiny tree frogs have powerful voices that are raised in a raucous chorus that is
heard a good distance away. We’ll discuss the life history of these tree frogs and what makes them
so unique. Then we’ll head outside to listen to and possibly see peepers in action. Dress for the
weather and time outdoors.
NOTE: Properly worn face coverings will be required for all attendees while inside the building,
regardless of vaccination status, except when prevented by medical conditions.
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Pavilion Reservations

The Montour Area Recreation Commission (MARC) is now accepting reservations for the 2022 season.
Fees will be as follows: Goose Cove #1 — $100/day; Goose Cove #3 — $75/day or $30/ half day;
Goose Cove Overlook — $75/day or $30/ half day; Heron Cove A — $100/day; Heron Cove B — $75/day
NOTE: The Goose Cove #2 pavilion is unavailable for reservation during the 2022 season because
of planned construction activities.
Each pavilion (except the Goose Cove Overlook Pavilion) offers tables, electric, water, charcoal grill, and
easy access to playground equipment and restroom facilities.
To review the online calendar of reservations, learn more about available facilities, and reserve a pavilion,
please visit: https://montourpreserve.org/pavilions/.

As in the past, all pavilions are freely available for public use during the site’s normal dawn-to-dark hours
of operation on a first-come, first-served basis, unless previously reserved for use.

Visitors Center Winter Hours
The Montour Area Recreation Commission (MARC) is pleased to continue public access to
the Montour Preserve Visitors’ Center every day (including Saturdays and Sundays) from
8:00am – 4:00pm. The Environmental Education Center wing of the building may be open at
other times during programs and special events.

Consider a Year-End Donation to Support the Preserve
The staff and volunteers of the Montour Area Recreation Commission (MARC)
are working hard every day to care for the Montour Preserve and other parks
and trails throughout Montour County. Please consider making
a year-end contribution in support of the Montour Preserve by visiting:
https://montourpreserve.org/donate/

The Montour Area Recreation Commission (MARC) is a volunteer-led organization, committed to providing
the best possible outdoor recreational facilities and opportunities for the people of Montour County and the
surrounding region. We live and work here and are dedicated to creating a great place to live, work, play,
learn, and raise a family.
MARC meets at 7:00pm on the 4th Monday of each month (except no meeting in July or December) in the
Montour Preserve’s Environmental Education Center auditorium, 374 Preserve Rd, Danville, PA 17821.
MARC’s meetings are open to the public and all are welcome to attend. Meetings are also available
through the Zoom online meeting
youplatform.
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