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Nature Watch
Listen for Great Horned
Owls calling after dark.
The unmistakable hoots
of their “Who’s awake?
Me too” calls carry
through the winter forest.
By mid to late February,
Great Horned Owl females will begin nesting.

Programs
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January and February
are good times to watch
for winter raptors. Redtailed Hawks and American Kestrels hunt over
open fields as do visiting
Rough-legged Hawks.
Smaller birds visit feeders on a regular basis
this time of year and can
attract accipiters. Both
Sharp-shinned and

Cooper’s Hawks specialize in catching and
eating smaller birds.
The concentration of
birds at winter feeders
provides good opportunities for food when it is
most scarce and these
two accipiters take advantage of the situation.
On warmer days during
the winter, if you are
walking through a snowcovered forest, take a
close look at any black
specks on the snow to
see if they move. If so,
you have discovered
Snow Fleas. These tiny
insects are not fleas at
all, but insects called

Springtails. This name
comes from the two
prong-like extensions
from the tip of their abdomen that they can
tuck under their body
and latch in place. When
they want to move quickly, they release the
prongs and go catapulting into the air. Although
they live in our woodlands year round, they
are best seen on a background of white snow.
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Sky Watch

Look for the Quadrantid
Meteor Shower to peak
in the early morning

hours of January 3-4,
shortly after the first
quarter moon sets. Full
Moon occurs on Jan. 12
and New Moon on the
28th. Look in the western sky after sunset on
the 12th for the bright
planet Venus. Look for
Mercury in the eastern
sky just before sunrise

on the 19th. February’s
Full Moon on the 11th will
produce a partial eclipse.
New Moon will be on the
26th. March’s Full Moon
occurs on the 12th. The
Spring Equinox is on
March 20th. New Moon
occurs on the 28th.
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Animals in Winter
Winter is a
harsh time
when temperatures reach
their lowest
point of the
year, plants
are dormant
and food is
scarce. It is a
time when animals need to rely on

“I wonder if the
snow loves the trees
and fields, that it
kisses them so
gently? And then it
covers them up
snug, you know,
with a white quilt;
and perhaps it says,
"Go to sleep,
darlings, till the
summer comes
again.”
― Lewis
Carroll, Alice's
Adventures in

WINTER SURVIVAL
Saturday, January 14
2-3:30 p.m.
Environmental
Education Center
Presented by:
Jon D. Beam

Wildlife Art Is Back
Pennsylvania is the
home to a wide variety of wildlife, which
in turn is the inspiration to wildlife artists.
Join us to enjoy the
skill of these artists
as they display the
wild outdoors captured in photos, oils,
pen and ink, and
wood. It might be a
strutting turkey, a
sun-dappled rainbow
trout or a white-tailed

Wonderland &
Through the
Looking-Glass

MONTOUR

adaptations in order
to survive. Join us for
an indoor program
that explores the
amazing strategies
animals use to survive cold, snow and
little food. We’ll look
at examples of reptiles, amphibians,
birds and mammals.
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buck slipping through
an autumn forest. It
could be a hawk riding a west wind or a
colorful songbird
picking berries from
a bush. This is a
great opportunity to
get a close look at
original art, meet the
artists behind the
creations and pick up
a few ideas for your
own artistic side.

WILDLIFE ART
EXPO
Saturday, January 28
Noon to 4 p.m.
&
Sunday, January 29
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Environmental
Education Center
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PA’s Conservation Legacy
Two conservation giants in
the annals of Pennsylvania’s history are virtually
unknown outside their fields
of expertise. Yet, both were
instrumental in shaping
Pennsylvania’s natural resources at critical times.
Mira Lloyd Dock was the
first woman in the world to
be appointed to a forest
commission and created
the first forestry school in
our state. She is said to
have had more of an impact on forests than any
other woman in the world.
Ralph Abele’s “Resource
First” philosophy helped
protect and conserve the

Commonwealth’s waterways and aquatic life. Abele
is author of Pennsylvania’s
Environmental Rights
Amendment which guarantees that “ The people have
a right to clean air, pure water, and to the preservation
of the natural, scenic, historic and esthetic values of
the environment.
Join us for two excellent
documentaries on the lives
and impacts of these two
unsung conservation heroes produced by Harrisburg’s public TV affiliate
WITF through the Pennsylvania Parks and Forest
Foundation.

Mira Lloyd Dock
& Ralph W. Abele
Friday, Feb. 10
7-8 p.m.
Environmental Education
Center
Sponsored by: Northcentral
Pennsylvania Conservancy

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT
and display data on birds in
near real-time.

From February 17-20, you
can be a citizen scientist
and collect data on wild
birds. The Great Backyard
Bird Count (GBBC) was
launched by the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon Society as
the first online citizenscience project to gather

Now you can contribute
your observations. It takes
as little as 15 minutes on
one or more days during
the count period.
Join us for an introduction
to GBBC and to the identification of common winter
feeder birds. We’ll wrap up
the program with additional
information about entering
your count numbers into the
GBBC database. The program will give you all the

information you need to do
your own count and help contribute to the big picture of winter birds across North America.

The Great Backyard Bird
Count and You
Friday, Feb. 17
7-8 p.m.
Meet in Environmental
Education Center
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Maple Sweet
Maple sugaring is a truly
North American tradition
and has been a long tradition at Montour Preserve.
Join us to learn some history of sugaring and follow
the process from sap to
syrup in this interesting
family experience. Programs begin in our Environmental Education Center
on the hour (noon, 1, 2 and
3 p.m.) with a talk and film
featuring the natural and
cultural history of making
maple sugar. Afterward, a

short walk through Goose
Woods takes you to the
Sugar Shack to experience
the sights, sounds and
scents of maple sugaring.
Scouts, 4-H and other
groups are welcome to attend either day. Outdoor
demonstrations end at 4
p.m. Maple products will be
available for purchase at
the Sugar Shack. For your
comfort, we suggest you
dress for the weather and
time outdoors.

Maple Sugaring
Open House
Saturday, Feb. 25
Noon to 4 p.m.
and
Sunday, March 5
Noon to 4 p.m.
Environmental Education
Center

MAPLE SUGARING PROGRAMS FOR SCHOOLS
As in
the
past,
we offer two
-hour
educational,
handson maple sugaring programs for schools, home
schoolers and special inter-

est groups. These programs can be scheduled
Tuesday through Friday
Feb. 21 through March 17.
To schedule a program,
contact Jon Beam at
jbeam@MontourRec.com.
Please provide your name
and school, number and
grade(s) of students, anticipated time of arrival and
contact phone number.

Registration begins January 5, 2017.

nations and kind thoughts.
Without you Montour Preserve would not be what it is
today. We hope your holidays
will be filled with the warmth

of family and friends, good
cheer and good health. Happy
Holidays to all!

Each maple sugaring program lasts approximately
two hours. Program participants should be kindergarten age or older. Minimum
group size is 10. Dress for
the weather and time indoors and out.

Happy Holidays
The staff of Montour Area
Recreation Commission
wishes to thank the many volunteers, supporters and visitors for their time, effort, do-
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A Conservation Giant
Another conservation giant
in Pennsylvania’s history is
Maurice Goddard, an environmental visionary. He
was director of two forestry
schools in Pennsylvania.
With a no-nonsense style,
Goddard served under five
Pennsylvania governors as
Secretary of Forests and
Waters and as founding
Secretary of the Department of Environmental Resources. Goddard had a
vision of having a state
park within 25 miles of every Pennsylvanian and developed a plan for dedicated funding to resource conservation. What he did for

Pennsylvania’s forests and
parks had a profound influence on national conservation policy. He is remembered today by having the
2,800+ Maurice K. Goddard
State Park in northwestern
Pennsylvania named in his
honor.
Join us for an excellent documentary about the life of
an environmental giant and
his impact on the natural
resources of our state. The
documentary was produced
by Harrisburg’s public TV
affiliate WITF through the
Pennsylvania Parks and
Forest Foundation.

The Life of
Maurice Goddard
Friday, March 17
7-8 p.m.
Environmental Education
Center
Sponsored by: Northcentral
Pennsylvania Conservancy

Pennsylvania Master Naturalist Training at Montour Preserve
Pennsylvania Master Naturalist, a nonprofit organization, is partnering with Montour Area Recreation
Commission to train citizen volunteers in natural resource education and conservation.
Adults interested in natural history and dedicating time each year to natural resource education and
conservation are encouraged to apply. The deadline to apply for spring training is January 1, 2017.
In 2017, spring training at Montour Preserve will begin on April 4th and run through June 20th. The
finalized training schedule along with the application and information about training can be found on
Pennsylvania Master Naturalist’s website at www.pamasternaturalist.org under “Become a Master
Naturalist.” Registration deadline for spring training is January 1, 2017.
For additional information or questions, please contact Michele Richards at
michele@pamasternaturalist.org or (570)441-3364.

Montour Area Recreation Commission

Bob Stoudt, Director
Jon Beam, Assistant Director
Dennis Piatt, Trail Maintenance
Technician
PO Box 456 Danville, PA 17821
Phone: 570-336-2060
For more information about MARC
Projects, visit: http://montourrec.com/

The Montour Area Recreation Commission (MARC) is a
group of mostly volunteers, committed to providing the
best possible recreation facilities for the people of Montour
County and the area serviced by the Danville Area School
District (DASD). We are people who live and work here
and recognize the vast resources the area has to offer. We
are interested in helping to create a great place to live,
work and raise a family. We hold monthly meetings on the
second Monday of each month (except July) at 7:00 pm at
Montour Preserve, 700 Preserve Road, Danville. Meetings
are open to anyone and we are always looking for new
ideas and perspectives.

Pavilion Reservations
Montour Area Recreation Commission (MARC) is now accepting reservations for the 2017
season.
Fees will be as follows:
Goose Cove #1 — $100/day
Goose Cove #2 — $75/day
or $30/ half day
Goose Cove #3 — $75/day
or $30/ half day

Goose Cove Overlook — $75/
day or $30/ half day
Heron Cove A — $100/day
Heron Cove B — $75/day
Each pavilion offers tables, electric, water, charcoal grill and
easy access to playground equipment and restroom facilities.
To reserve a pavilion visit: http://

Visitors Center Hours
The Montour Preserve Visitors’
Center / Environmental Education
Center is open 8:00am – 4:00pm
Monday – Saturday from midFebruary through midDecember. It is open 8:00am –
4:00pm Monday – Friday during
the winter season (mid-December

through mid-February). The
building will be open at additional times for programs and
special events.

MontourPreserve.org/pavilions/ to
review the online calendar of reservations for available dates. Contact
MARC at (570) 336-2060 or Support@MontourPreserve.org to
schedule your reservation.
As in the past, if a pavilion is not
reserved for a specific day and time,
it is available on a first come first
served basis.

