SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:
MARC is excited
to announce the
return of in-person
programming at
Montour Preserve!
Join us for one (or
all) of a variety of
programs this
summer.
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Summer Nature Notes
The hotter days of summer slow the pace of nature but
there is still a lot of activity, especially on a smaller scale.
Patrolling dragonflies zoom along ponds, streams and
wet meadows as they reach the peak of their activity. By
late summer and into early fall, the largest dragonflies,
Green Darners, begin to migrate following ridges south
through the state.
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Butterflies feed actively during these warm days, mating and laying eggs. The first
Monarch butterflies appear in July, their spectacular orange-and-black wings
fluttering over fields. Fireflies or lightning bugs reach their peak of activity in July,
flashing their signal lanterns after dark in an effort to attract a mate while at the
same time fascinating young and old alike .
August brings a flurry of asters blooming as the first “wave” of warblers begins
nightly flights south. Barn Swallows begin gathering in August in preparation for
their early migration south for the winter. Shortening days in late August and
September prompt shorebirds to make their way south also. Much less well-known
is the nocturnal passage of many songbirds during September and October. These
night-flying birds are sometimes silhouetted against the moon as they fly past on
a clear night. Listen for their short nocturnal flight calls that indicate their passage.
Watch the face of the full or nearly full moon with binoculars to see this unusual
event.

Summer Sky Watch
July’s New Moon is on the 9th. The Full
“Thunder” Moon occurs on the 23rd. Venus and
Mars slide past each other with the moon joining
them on the nights of the 11th through the 13th.
The Moon swings by Saturn on the night of the
23rd and Jupiter on the 25th.
August’s New Moon is on the 8th.The Full
“Green Corn” Moon occurs on the 22nd. The Perseid Meteor Shower peaks in
the late hours of August 11 and early morning of August 12. You can expect to see
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meteors from late July through August, but the highest numbers will be during
the peak. Watch from 11 p.m. until dawn for an average of a meteor a minute.
On the night of the 20th, Saturn stands above the Moon at nightfall, with
Jupiter farther to the left of the Moon. Then on the night of the 21st, Jupiter
is close to the upper left of the Moon in early evening, with Saturn well to their
upper right.

"Rest is not idleness,
and to lie sometimes
on the grass under
trees on a summer’s
day, listening to the
murmur of the water,
or watching the clouds
float across the sky,
is by no means a
waste of time.”

In September the New Moon falls on the 6th. The Full “Harvest” Moon
occurs on the 20th. The Autumnal Equinox falls on the 22nd marking the
beginning of autumn. Venus becomes the Evening Star beginning September
18th. Jupiter is still visible after dusk in the southwest sky. Saturn appears at
dusk with Jupiter in the south-southwest. Aldebaran, the eye of the bull, in the
constellation Taurus,appears to is to the left of the Moon on the morning of the
26th and to the lower right on the 27th.
— Maori proverb

— John Lubbock

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
HERE BE DRAGONS
(and Damsels)

Saturday, July 10
10–11:30 a.m.
Environmental Education Center
Presented by: Jon Beam, Naturalist
Well, maybe not fire-breathing dragons or damsels in distress,
but rather dragonflies and damselflies. Even though they are not the
stuff of mythical tales, these are fascinating insects. Both have been
around for over 300 million years! They are as colorful as some birds
and butterflies and demonstrate an amazing array of behaviors, not to
mention and unusual life cycle. Join us for a talk and walk to explore
these amazing insects. We'll delve into the natural history, behavior
and folklore and observe live dragons and damsels in the wild.
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In the Garden: Growing and Using
Herbs in Cooking
Sunday, July 25
2-4 p.m.
Meet in Environmental Education Center
Auditorium
Presented by: Robert Brown,
Cooking Instructor
Herbs have been utilized as long as cultured man has existed
and have long played a role in cuisines, romance, religion, health, and superstition.
One of the joys of herbs is that they can be grown with little effort planted in containers or in beds.
With the resurgence of healthy dining and a return to local and homegrown foods many people are
returning to growing their own herbs.
Please Note: Space is limited for this program. Please register by sending an email to:
JBeam@MontourRec.com.

PENNSYLVANIA HUNTER-TRAPPER
EDUCATION COURSE
Saturday, August 14
9 a.m.– 4 p.m.
Environmental Education Center
Presented by: PA Game Commission Instructors
This course is designed to produce safe, responsible and knowledgeable hunters and trappers.
It includes instruction in basic techniques plus a host of hunting, trapping and outdoor skills
designed to enhance a new participant’s knowledge and enjoyment of wildlife and our hunting
and trapping heritage.
Beginning and experienced hunters and trappers are welcome. Participants must be at least
11 years of age to enroll in a course. Adults are encouraged to attend with their children.
Bring a bag lunch.
Please register early because space in this course is limited. To register go to:
https://www.register-ed.com/events/view/170018
There is a home-study portion of the course that must be completed before the classroom session.
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NIGHT CREATURES
Friday, August 27
7-8:30 p.m.
Meet in Environmental Education Center
Presented by: Jon Beam, Naturalist
Join us to explore animals of the dark. We’ll begin indoors with a discussion of how animals survive
at night, then we’ll venture outside to look and listen to the sights and sounds of evening and
night-time creatures. We’ll share some folklore as well as facts about creatures of the night.
So, bring your night eyes and listening ears to look and listen to the sights and sounds of a
summer night. Dress for the weather and an easy walk.

MONARCH BUTTERFLIES:
AN INCREDIBLE JOURNEY
Saturday, September 25
9:30-11 a.m.
Meet in Environmental Education Center
Presented by: Deb Steransky,
PA Master Naturalist
One of the most recognizable butterflies is the orange and black Monarch butterfly. Monarch
butterflies migrate south for the winter each year—a distance up to 3,000 miles! How do these
fragile insects do it? In this program, we'll explore this unique feat of nature. Plus, we'll learn why
monarchs are threatened, how we can help and then wrap up our time by creating a symbolic
butterfly migration of our own.
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Visitors Center Hours
Hours for the summer and fall months are
8 a.m.- 4 p.m. daily.

Pavilion Reservations
The Montour Area Recreation
Commission (MARC) is
accepting reservations for
pavilions at Montour Preserve.
Fees are as follows:
Goose Cove #1 — $100/day
Goose Cove #2 — $75/day or
$30/ half-day
Goose Cove #3 — $75/day or
$30/ half-day
Goose Cove Overlook — $75/day
or $30/ half day
Heron Cove A — $100/day
Heron Cove B — $75/day

Pavilions offer tables, electric,
water, charcoal grills, and
easy access to playground
equipment and restrooms.

As in the past, if a pavilion is not
reserved for a specific day and
time, it is available on a firstcome first-served basis.

To reserve a pavilion visit:
http://MontourPreserve.org/
pavilions/ to review the online
calendar of reservations for
available dates. Contact
MARC at (570) 336-2060 or
Support@MontourPreserve.org

to schedule your reservation.

The Montour Area Recreation Commission (MARC) is a volunteer-led organization,
committed to providing the best possible outdoor recreational facilities for the people of
Montour County and the surrounding region. We live and work here and are dedicated to
creating a great place to live, work, play, learn, and raise a family.
MARC’s meetings are held on the 4th Monday of each month (except July and December)
at 7:00 pm in the Montour Preserve’s Environmental Education Center auditorium
(as allowed by COVID-19 meeting restrictions). For meeting agendas and more
information, please visit: https://montourrec.com/marc-meeting-agendasminutes/.

PO Box 456 Danville, PA 17821
Phone: 570-336-2060 | Email: RStoudt@MontourRec.com or JBeam@MontourRec.com

www.MontourRec.com
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